Notes on the Birds of Some Parts of Kedah* 


By e. K. Bromley, e.sc. 

This summary, which covers the Alor Star district, Kedah 
Peak and Lite Langkawi Islands, 5a based on observations nude 
during residence in Kedah from June 193S to March. 1940, The 
names used are those adopted in the Handlist of Mu. lay mini Bints 
(Chiisen, 1935), The aubspecifie designation is given where only 
one race occurs in this area. In lhe few others, such as Trintia 
totanua Lino., where there are known to he or are probably two, 
which cannot be separated in the field., it has not been specified. 

The first draft of this paper was prepared in 1940, but 
publication lias been delayed by the war. 

ALOR STAR DISTRICT, 

Alor Star is a most interesting locality from the ornithologi¬ 
cal point of view. In contrast to the remainder of western 
Malaya, it has well defined seasons, which are exactly suitable 
fur rice cultivation. It receives plenty of rain through the 
greater part of the year, but is very dry from the middle of 
December to March. 

The small capital town, which is only six miles from the 
mud-dats and mangroves of the coast, is situated in the centre oi 
the coastal plain of Kedah, devoted to padl growing, out oi' which 
rise occasional, small limestone hills. These become increasingly 
numerous northwards Lu Perils. The low hills and jungles ol 
the interior arc only a few miles distant. 

This district appears to be on a well marked north and south 
migration route. IL is, moreover, situated on a fairly definite 
faunal boundary or overlapping ground, marking the approxi¬ 
mate northern fimil of many southern forms, and the southern 
limit of a number of northern forms. This last fact results in 
the occurrence hero, sometimes quite commonly, of races and 
species not met with, or only rarely encountered, in the southern 
portion of the peninsula, or, in some cases, of species which arc 
otherwise restricted to the submontane jungles or hills. 

In general the following notes do not refer to birds normally 
common throughout Malaya. They have been written to call 
attention, to some of the more characteristic species, or those 
having special interest attaching to them. It will be observed 
that the migration dates are, as a consequence of Alor Star’s 
northerly position in llie peninsula, generally much later in the 
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distance mi about 30 yards] by the Kuala Keel ah road; a question 
arises as to whether this bird wag returning or had never left; 
the next bird noted after the July date above was on 18 
September, 

Cupdla g. gall in ago (Linn,). Fantail Snipe, 

Au octational specimen turns up in a sportsman's bag; 1 
noted one such on 19 September, 1939. 

Glareda prat in cola nuddi varum FprsL Collared Pratincole* 
Far commoner in Alor Star than in any other place of my 
acquaintance* In 1939, J have records of thEise birds on five dates 
in March, four in April, eighteen in May, five in June (when 1 
was absent^l'or three ami a half weeks), two ,in July, the hist on 
3ft July. Figures for other years arm similar. The dates of their 
drat appearance each year are very regular, 5 March, 1938, 3 
March, 1939, i March, 1940. Their last regular occurrence is 
usually some time in July, but I have doubtful records fur 24 
August and 26 October, 193ft. It would appear that the bird is 
u summer visitor, and absent during the winter. 

Il> is cine it un (Radies)* Southern Painted Stork, 

Some rather doubtful records, 

Leptupiljn* javanicus (Ilorsf*). ■ Lesser Adjutant. 

An interesting winter visitor which 3 have only noted from 
December Lu March, during Kedah's very dry season. 

Aj-iIe'iil purpurea nutnillensiH Meyen. Purple Heron* 

May be observed in flooded padi lands, 

’ EgreltiL alba modesta (Gray), Large Egret, 

Eg ret til i, intermedia (VVagl.), Lesser Egret. 

Egretta g* gurzetta (Linn,), Little |2gret. 

Mixed assemblies nf egrets congregate in the padi fields in 
large hooka prior to their northward migration. In flying to 
roost they follow the course of rivers south of Alor Star in very 
large numbers, which increase daily* 

Generally speaking, these three while egrets arrive when the 
eulLh: egrets are beginning to go north (see below), and stay 
on much later* They do not appear to show signs of any 
lengthened plumes or other characteristics of the breeding 
plumage, 5 June, 1939, was the latest date on which I saw white 
egrets; 1 am unable to say with certainty which species is the 
last to leave, but 1 have good reasons for believing that E, alba 
has this distinction. E\ yurzetta seems to leave about a fortnight 
earlier, soon after the cattle egrets. 
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Again there is some doubt over the white egrets in the matter 
of returning dates. In 1938, 1 saw what appeared to be E* 
yurzetla for the first time on 15 October, and a single E. alba oil 
25 October. In 1939, I saw white egrets on 22 October but 
here unfortunately I cannot state the species definitely* Further¬ 
more, Lj]e return migration seems to be somewhat prolonged and 
mixed, for on 1 December, 1939, 1 saw a dock of egrets which 
were almost certainly returning migrants* 'FJ L-ey included some 
F* yarzvtUt in w inter plumage, with no do ligated plumes, but with 
black bills, and two birds considerably larger than the others, 
with greeny yellow bills, the remains of a crest and apparently 
with some dorsal plumes projecting slightly beyond the tail; 
from this description, particularly the crest, these would appear 
to have been E, intermedia; on the following LWu days 1 saw 
E\ ijurzrita ami E, alhu f evidently migrants just returned. 

Ardenla ibis cornmanda (Bodd.). Cattle Egret. 

Cattle Egrets, nearly all in full chestnut breeding plumage, 
are the first to go north; on 9 April, 1939, at 7 a.ro., I saw many 
thousands of these birds dying north in groups of two or three 
hundred with short breaks between them, passing continuously 
for at least a quarter of an hour. It is difficult to give exactly 
the date when the hist stragglers leave, as these to associate 
with the white egrets, and it is not easy to pick them out ol a 
large llock in the distance* By the second week in May the Inst 
cattle egrets seem to have left'; in 1933, I definitely saw lards in 
chestnut plumage on ti May, and possibly also on 10 May; m 
11139, 1 have only doubtful records after 2 May. i saw the lirst 
returning Cattle Egrets on 2G September, 1938, and 39 September, 
1939. 

Ardeola ralloides bucchus (Bp,)* Chinese Pond-Heron. 

A very common bird in winter; the latest and earliest dittos 
for 1938 were 25 April and 7 October. > ' 

Ixobrych us s. sinensis (Gmeh), Yellow Bittern, 

One may sometimes see this species m winter in suitable 
reedy patches* 1 definitely saw one bird oh 2 September, 1938, 
near Kupflla Bat as. Province Wellesley; this is a month earlier 
than the dates given by Robinson and Chasen (19313, p. 197). 

Ivohrychus c, einnamumeus (GmeL)* Chestnut Bittern. 

As one would expect, chestnut bitterns are abundant; 1 found 
several nests in a small patch of sedges about 200 yards from 
my house. 

Pseudogyps, bcngalensis (Gmel.). White-backed Vulture* 


Mus, ]£l, l*J4p. 
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Ciiyx e. erithacus (Linn.), Three-toed Kingfisher. 

Oil 20 March, 1938, a dead specimen was picked up on the 
verandah of the S. A* II. College building; it had evidently struck 
the wall in the dark. 

Anth'racoceros coronatus kucogasttir (Elyth), 

Northern Pied Hombill. 

Apparently the commonest hornbill in the district, 

Rhyticeros undulatus (Shaw), Wreathed .Liornbill* 

Appears to bo commoner in the Jungles near Alor Star than 
any other hornbill, except the previous species; it. may even be 
seen flying near the E hi kit Pinang Reservoir on a small hill near 
the aerodrome, 

Mcrops 1. [eschenaulti VieilL Bay-headed Bee-eater. 

Makes spasmodic visits to the locality, 

Lynconiis e. cerviniceps Gould. Giant Nightjar* 

May often be observed at the Bukit Pinang Reservoir, as well 
[is along the road to Siam, and sometimes even over the 
aerodrome. 

Clams tor command us (Linn,). Red-winged Crested Cuckoo* 

On IT April r 1938, I saw one of these birds Hying over pad] 
fields, almost certainly on migration. 

Surniculus lugubris (ITorsf,) $ub-sp. Black Bron go-Cuckoo* 
L have seen this species near Bukit Pinang. 

Hierocaccyx Fugaz (Horsf.) sub-sp, Hawk-Cuckoo. 

May sometimes be seen as a winter visitor in Hie residential 
area. 

Oieomantis variaEosus sepulcralis (S. Mutt.) * Fan-tailed Cuckoo. 

Observed as a daily visitor from 7-9 August, 1939, possibly 
a passage migrant. 

Eudynamys scolupaceus (Linn.) sub-sp. Koek 

An exceedingly common winter visitor, 

Rhopodytea triatis long! caudal us (Blyth). 

Large Green-billed Malkoha. 

A familiar garden bird but, except for a doubtful reference 
on 1 December, 1939, f only encountered the species in Kedah 
between 11 March and 39 September, though 1 saw one near 
Kepfila Batas in Province Wellesley on 15 October, 193(5; this 
might indicate some local migration. 
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There iceryx zeylanicus intermedins Baker. Dull BarbeL 

Almost the commonest species in Alor Star; the breeding 
season seems to extend through the whole year, with a possible 
iLitl between June and August, as I have no notes of breeding 
during these months. 

Xantholacma huemacephala inti Sea (Lath.). 

TJ Coppersmith Barbet. 

Very common. 

CaJJoJophus m mince us malaceensis (Lath.). 

, , , , Banded Red Woodpecker, 

Abundant. 

Jlij undo rustica gutturalis Scop, Common Swallow. 

Migration dates: SO May and IS July, 1038; 9 June and 
l a July, 1939, These dates, which are taken f j oin series of careful 
observations before and after the migration periods, indionic 
loot only about six weeks separate the last stragglers and the first 
returning birds. 

Hi rim do daimca badia (Cass.), Cliff-Swallow. 

Very common tin Bukit Pimuig and northwards into Pcrlis. 
Alseonax L LatirostrLs (Raffl.), Brown Flycatcher. 

A very common garden bird in the winter months. 
Migration dates: 20 April, 1937; 8 April and l-l October, 1989 
(doubtfully on 8 and 15 September). 

Oerygone fuscu snip]]urea Wall, Davison's Flycatcher. 

L Abundant, frequently nesting in gardens. 1 have heard this 
bird's unmistakable songs as far south as Port Dickson in Negri 
Sembilan, though it is much commoner in the north of the 
Peninsula, Davison's Flycatcher would appear to be habiUialh' 
victimised by the Malay Cuckoo {Bromley, 1941, p. 143). 

Zan | hopygia narcisslna zanthopyg Ea (Ilay), 

BJaek-and-Yellow Flycatcher. 

1 observed a bird of this species, a rare visitor to Malaya, 
in my garden on 8 April, 1939; possibly a passage migrant. 

Ft hi pi dura javanica Jongicnuda Wail. FantaU Flycatcher. 

Abundant, frequently nesting in gardens. 

Terpsi phone puradisi (Linn.) sub-sp. Paradise Flycatcher, 

This species turns up with regularity on passage during the 
migration periods; I saw birds in my garden on 2d April, 1938, 
mi II November, ! 936, and 28 October and 5 November, 1988; 
in 1939, I saw one as early as 8 September* 
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Pycnoimtiis btonfordi robinsoni 0,-Grant. Blanford’s Bulbul. 

A very common garden bird; its southernmoat limit is 
usually given as Peninsular Sium t but it certainly occurs in 
Kedah. 

Pyenonotus jocosus erythrclis (Sp.). Red-whiskered BulbuL 
A common garden bird. 

Saxicolu to rq unlit stejnegeri (Parrot). Stone-Chat. 

May frequently be seen in winter on the Alor Star 
.steeplechase course and similar situations. 

Vcvouephalus stentoreus urieittails (Temm. & Schleg.). 

Great Reed-Warbler. 

Most abundant When all the pools and reed-beds dry up 
between January and March, this species transfers daelf to 
gardens, where its peculiar cracked song may be heard daily till 
quite late in tlie year, when it leaves on migration. Bates: 
13 May r 1939 ; 3 May, 193M: 28 September 1938 (doubtfully on 1H 
September and subsequent dates). 


Orthutomus siitoiius mac ill ico 11 is Moore. „ , „ „ . 

Long-Laded Tailor-Bird. 

The common tailor-bird of gardens here, as elsewhere in 
western Malaya. 


Ortholotmis sepiiim ruliceps (Less.). Ashy Tailor-Bird. 

This spec its seems to replace 0. a atro&id&ris (Temm.), the 
Black-necked Tailor-Bird, along the stream* and in the man¬ 
groves. 


PhyllosctMJUK occipitalis coronatus (Temm. and Sehleg.). 

Larger Crowned Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus It. borealis (Bias,). Arctic Willow-Warblei, 

Phylloscnpus i. inomatus (BJyth). Crowned \\ illow-WtUblei. 

The fU-st and either second or third, or possibly both the 
latter, are occasionally seen passing through. 28 October' and 
5 November, 1938, are dates oil which I observed one or other 
uf them. No.doubt \i one had more opportunities for observa¬ 
tion more of these small warblers would be noted. 


Lard us eri&lalus Linn, sub-sp. Brown Shrike* 

Migration dates: 2(i May; 11 September, 1933; 11 May, 
ft September. 1939. 



Uns. 10. 1049. 
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LEinius achach hentet Horsf* Grey-backed Shrike* 

Odin's periodically, especially near the Alor Star steep- 
leckaae course, but it is doubtful whether Si comes under the 
category of winter visitor, since I observed it on 2 March, and 
29 and 31 July, 1939* 

Mutiicilla llavii Li mi suh-sp. 

Yellow Wagtail (Probably mostly Blue-headed)* 

About two dozen yellow wagtails, mostly immature, passed 
through Ah. i- Star on H and Id October, 1939, feeding on the 
S* A. H. College padang during the day, 

Uendronanthus indices (Gtncl.). Forest Wagtail, 

Migration date: H> September, 1939* 

lesser llavcolus (Blyth)* Pegu House-Sparrow. 

Formerly only recorded from as far south as the northern 
end of Peninsular Siam; during the time of my residence in 
Alor Star the species established itself in this locality, and became 
a common breeding bird, even nesting in my own garden. 
(Bromley, 1941, p. 140}* 

Place us philippimts infurl uriatus Hart, Weaver-Bird. 

Very numerous and nests in many gardens. 

Aelhiopsar Ju.seuw timjualus (Davison). Buffalo Myna. 

Not uncommon. 

Crypsiriim iemia (Daud,). Racquet-tailed Magpie. 

An interesting and very common species in Atqr Star, and 
resident throughout the year. For l9S8,t 1 have notes on this 
species on ten dates in April, seven in May, one in June (during 
which 1 was away for three and a half weeks), three in July, 
bvc in August and one in September, in addition to winter 
references. 1 could quote similar figures for oilier years. 

KEDAIJ PEAK, 

Residents uf Alor Star have opportunities for spending 
holidays in a bungalow at an altitude of about 3,400 feet on 
Kedah Peak (Gunong Jcrai), an isolated mountain which rises 
to almost exactly 4,000 ft, out of the surrounding padi plain. 
Robinson (192B, p, xi) states that its bird fauna is impoverished* 
This is true, but nevertheless so me interesting forms are met 
here, including several migrants* The following list is by no 
means complete, but indicates some of the points of interest* 
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[iustrjitulu b. benghalensis (Linn.), Painted Snipe. 

A moat unusual spates for a Kill station; this must surely 
be one of the very few waders that regularly visits high altitudes., 
and probably Kedah Peak is exceptional in being an isolated 
mountain. I saw Lhis species daily from 28 November, 1988, and 
found the moist mud patches in the scrub, where wild pig bad 
been grubbing near the bangalow, marked with their tae-printa 
and pitted with hundreds of holes where their bills bad been 
probing. In 1939, 3 saw a Painted Snipe here on 5 December, 
and subsequently discovered traces of them in the mud patches, 
but saw i lh] more birds for the remainder of a fortnight's stay. 
Just at tliis time of the year the very wet weather ends and gives 
pi ac i> i o Kcd ah h s 1 on g d ry seaso u, it is pro hi d \] o th at t! iese I ri irt l a 
take to die peak, when tlie ground below is water-logged, and 
return to the plains in the drier weather. 


Minnellis malayensis (Ternin,), 

Almost certainly noted. 

SpiKiietus nipalensis alboniger (Blyth). 
Common here as on other mountains. 


Black Ragle. 


Dlytil's Iiawk-Eagie. 


Bar parley oreskios uniiormis Rob. Orange-breasted Trogon. 
Occurs in the jungle near the bungalow. 

m 

< llierucorcyx vpgans (S* Mull). Small ITawk-Cuckoo. 

A very rare Malayan bird, only three or four specimens 
having been obtained m the Malay States, 1 was able Lo watch 
| a bird near the waterfall about half a mile from the bungalow on 
Lpjjj J7 December, 1939, for about a quarter of an hour through 
I' binoculars from distances varying from about 30 yards .upwards, 
1 as the bird changed its perch from time lo time, flitting noise¬ 
lessly through the jungle; the rufous barring on its wings and 
lit her characterising established its identity boy mid question. 

KiincUrttlonuift java nii: us pall id us Rob, & Kloss. 

Red-billed Malknha, 

Very common, particularly in the short scrub near the 
bungalow, 

PolJomyiiiA mugimaki (Temm.) Black-and-Grange Flycatcher. 
This bird is common in November and December, even 
' milking sallies from shrubs in the bungalow garden. 
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Chlurop-sis cue h incline ns is Lcteracephala Less. 

Green Leaf-Bird. 

ChJuropais c, cynnopognn (Temm.). Blue-Whiskered Leaf-Bird, 
lxos c. cinercus (Blyth). ■ Ashy Bulbul 

ixos maliiccensis (Blyth) .Streaked Bulbul. 

Pycnonotpa s. simplex Less Moore's Olive Bulbul 

Pyononotlss. brunneus Blyth sub-sp, Brown Bulbul. 

I'ycuonotus e. cyaiuventris Blyth. Grey-bellied Bulbul. 

Akippe c, cmerea Blyth. Nun-Thrush. 

Erpuinis zantholeuca interposita Ilart, White-bellied Babbler. 

Kedah Peak seems to be a favoured habitat for tire above 
species, all of which are very common, 

Kehupia filriuta (Blyth), Striped Babbler. 

( :) Cyanodemia e* crythropterjL (Blyth), Red-winged Babbler, 

Less easily observed, but probably fairly numerous. I am 
j i l some doubt as to the Identity of the latter suedes; without 
seeing it, one becomes aware of its presence by a very soft eftf-ju 
continuously repeated, provided one remains absolutely noiseless 
and still for some time. Both these species Hit or hop about 
quietly, busily looking for food in thick bracken and undergrowth, 
and are exceedingly difficult to observe. 

Genkichla sibirica (Pall.) sub-sp. 

Siberian or Davison's Ground-Thrush, 
Both male and female of this species daily frequented some 
berry-laden trees (favourite resort also of bulbuls* leaf-birds, 
etc.) during the first fortnight of December, 1939, and thus 
seemed to belie their name of "ground" thrush; 1 did not once 
see them near the ground. 

Locustelia lanceolata (Temm.). Streaked Grasshopper-Warbler. 

Observed two or three times near the bungalow in the best 
week of November, 1938, 

Phyllu,Scopus h. borealis (Bias,), Arctic Willow-Warbier. 

Phylloscopus occipitalis coronatus (Temm. & Schleg). 

Larger Crowned Willow-Warbler. 
I have seen the former anti possibly the latter willow-warbler 
on a few occasions cm the peak. 

Lanins cristalus Linn, sub-sp. Brown Shrike. 

Observed a few r times near tlie bungalow m the last week of 
November, 1938, and also during the first fortnight of December, 
1939. On one occasion the bird was heard singing quietly Lo 
itself for some time in a leafy shrulj. 
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Aethopya mystacuEis lemmlncki (S, Mull). Scarlet S unbird. 

Leptocoma b. brasiliann (Gmel.). van Hassell's Sunbird, 

Both species abundant near the bungalow* 

Mutacilk einorea melannpe (Pali.), Grey Wagtail. 

An thus hodgsoni ? iriupinat.ua Hart & Steib, Tree-Pipit, 

These two species were daily visitors to the bungalow 
clearing m both 1938 and 1939 (November—December) , " The 
latter is reputed to be a rare winter visitor, but it is common 
enough m season on Kedah Peak; J saw a scattered flock of about 
“ ^ ieiJ birds on each visit, 'A'hen alarmed the birds always took 
to the trees on the edge of the jungle, 

LANGKAW] islands, 

I b-e Langkawi Islands, a few hours' launch trip from Alor 
Stai-p are of considerable interest to an ornithologist. The land 
lords are not without interest, but it is the birds of the coasts 
aiid su rround! ng waters th at pro vide the cllief attract] o n. A f ew 
opr.es summarised from observations made during a short visit 
irom 3 to 12 December, 1938, are given below', 

Tringa tetanus (Linn.) eub-sp, „ Redshank. 

Abundant i>n shores of bays and mud-flats together with 
other waders, 

Occam tea u+ ocean ices (KuhL), Wilson's Storm-Petrel, 

I hroe or four of these birds were observed abouL midday 
cm 12 December, 1938, while crossing from the islands to the 
mainland, 

Ardca s, suimitrann Raffles, Dusky-grey Heron* 

isolated birds may he observed in lonely bays, usually those 
with muddy shores. 

IJemicgrefla s, sacra (Grad.). Reef-Heron. 

Abundant on the rocky headlands; the majority of birds that 
1 observed were in the dark phase. 

,Sula leucoga.ster plolus (Forst.), Brown Gan net. 

One seen in the afternoon when crossing to Latigkawi from 
the mainland on 3 December, 1938. 

IVegabt a* ariel Gray, Least Frigate-Bird. 

I have observed this species near the islands in December. 

Mus. 19, I94U, r 131 1 
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Randion haliaetus (Linn.) sub-sp. Osprey. 

An interesting species (apparently becoming commoner in 
Malaya in recent years) ( which one may observe near the cliff- like 
skies of tin; ''inland sea 1 ': I have also seen in quartering over padi 
fields inland. 

Anthracoceros coronatus leu togas ter (Rlyth), 

Northern Pied He mb HI. 
Very common, being seen, or its peculiar “song” heard* in 
almost every clearing and near the beaches of even the smallest 
islands; It is by no means restricted to the jungle, 

i 

Ehyticcros unduiatus (Shaw). Wreathed Horn bill, 

Common. 

L'hrysoeolaptcs lucidus gutticristatus (Tick.). 

Golden-backed Four-toed Woodpecker. 

Of the two golden-backed woodpeckers the four-toed species 
appears to be commoner; this form is not foi;nd in the greater 
portion of the Malay States, but I have alsu observed it in Perils. 
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